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Other Information
Where can I buy Asian food?
*  Asian Food Store, The Esplanade, Torquay
*  Thai Restaurant, The Esplanade, Scarness
*  Chinese restaurants, The Esplanade, Scarness; Cnr Esplanade and Fraser Street, Torquay; and Centro, Pialba

Public Library
*  The public library is located in Old Maryborough Road, next to the University of Southern Queensland.

Money and Banking
*  The International Student Support Officer will assist you in starting your bank account.

Shopping
There are a variety of shopping centres available in Hervey Bay.
*  Supermarkets
*  Grocery Stores
*  Banks

When you arrive, the International Student Support Officer will take you for a drive to familiarise yourself where the shops 
are located.

Each shopping centre has its own opening hours.  You can check for opening hours at each shopping centre.

Parking/Public Transport
*  Parking is available for students in the college grounds.
*  Local bus services operate along major routes.  See the International Student Support Officer, your teachers or your 
Homestay for details.
*  Buses and trains are available to Brisbane each day.
*  Flights to Brisbane are available each day.
*  Costs vary, ask a travel agent for details.

Residency
Your status as a resident will determine the amount of tax that is withheld as you earn or receive income, for example from 
employment or bank interest.

As a general rule, an overseas student who comes to Australia to pursue a program of study that is longer than six (6) 
months will be treated as a resident of Australia for taxation purposes.  Residents can earn up to $6,000.00 per year, 
whereas non-residents pay tax on all earnings.  If you are in any doubt about your residency status you should contact the 
ATO for clarification.

If your program of study is less than six (6) months, you are generally not considered a resident for taxation purposes and 
may not be eligible for a tax file number.  When opening a bank account you should supply your overseas address to the 
bank and the bank will automatically deduct 10% tax from any interest earned from your investments.

Please note that residency for taxation purposes may be different to residency for immigration purposes.  If you are a 
student, you may be resident for taxation purposes but not for immigration purposes.

Semester Dates and Student Holidays
Semester Dates
Semester One:  February to June
Semester Two:  July to December

Student Holidays
Australia has a number of public holidays.  These include:
*  Australia Day (January)
*  Good Friday and Easter Monday (March or Apri)
*  Anzac Day  (April)
*  Labour Day  (May)
*  Show Day  (May)
*  Queens Birthday (June)
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Copyright
Wide Bay Institue of TAFE materials, including pages, documents, online graphics and web pages, audio and video, are 
protected by copyright law.

Copyright of WideBay TAFE materials resides with the State of Queensland.  Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of 
private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under copyright legislation, no part may be reproduced or re-used 
for any commercial purposes whatsoever without written permission.

Enquiries may be directed by email to:  widebay.institute@tafe.net or by writing to:
Wide Bay Institute of TAFE
Locked Mail Bag 279
MARYBOROUGH  QLD  4650
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Wide Bay Institute of TAFE
Locked Mail Bag 279
Maryborough QLD 4650
Australia

Phone: +61 7 4120 2467
Fax: +61 7 41202466
Email: international.wbit@deta.qld.gov.au
www.widebay.tafe.qld.gov.au




